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transportation in the greater tokyo area is supported by a road network built around 

three circular and nine radial expressways, and a concentrated railway network said 

to be the world’s best.

by 2020, the three ring expressways should be 90 percent complete.

Benefits of completing the Tokyo Metropolitan Expressway Central Circular Route*

2.84

Before completion
(10,000 vehicles/hour)

After completion
(10,000 vehicles/hour)

Approx. 80% reduction

Before completion
Approx. 60 min.

(via Ring Road No. 8)

After completion
Approx. 12 min.

(via Tokyo Outer Ring Road)

1.56
Approx. 50%

decrease
The inside of

the Tokyo Metropolitan
Expressway Central

Circular Route

shortening of time lost to 
traffic congestion

(3 months after completion)

shortening travel time

*  these lines were listed in the July 2015 “summary of studies for the council for transport policy report on a regional 
transportation network plan” as lines that should be given priority in studies for construction. development has not been decided.
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A   Benefits of completing  
the Tokyo Outer Ring Road*
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source: *compiled from metropolitan expressway company limited, “use of tokyo metropolitan expressway central circular route (wangan line – shibuya line) three months after opening” (July 2015)
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