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Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs

Update 3, December 2, 2023 1026CST: The Airman whose remains were recovered following the CV-22 mishap that occurred on
November 29 off the shore of Yakushima Island, Japan has been identified and next of kin has been notified.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jacob “Jake” M. Galliher, 24, was a Direct Support Operator assigned to the 43rd Intelligence Squadron,
Detachment 1, Operating Location — Alpha, 363rd Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Wing, Kadena Air Base, Japan. 43 IS
Det 1 OL-A is a tenant unit in support of the 353rd Special Operations Wing.

Jake is originally from Pittsfield, Mass. and enlisted in the United States Air Force in 2017.

Search and rescue operations are ongoing for the seven other Airman on board who remain in DUSTWUN status at this time.
Support to, and the privacy of, the families and loved ones impacted by this incident remains AFSOC'’s top priority.

Direct questions to afsoc.pa.org@us.af.mil

Family members, military and government civilians seeking assistance across the command whose lives have been impacted by recent
events can reach out to the Emergency Family Assistance Cell at 850-884-4494.

UPDATE 2, December 2, 2023 0934CST: The U.S. military, alongside our Japanese allies, continue an exhaustive search and rescue
operation for the CV-22 crew following the mishap which occurred Nov. 29, off the shore of Yakushima Island, Japan.

The current search and rescue operation consists of a combination of air, surface, and subsurface area searches of the water and
coastline. Rescue assets include the USS Carl Vinson and its air wing, divers, unmanned vehicles, and search and rescue experts.

“Our focus is to enable the ongoing, extensive 24/7 search and rescue operation while we care for the family and loved ones impacted
by this mishap,” said Lt. Gen. Tony Bauernfeind, Air Force Special Operations commander. “As search and rescue operations continue,
our joint force and Japanese allies stand united in our determination to bring our Air Commandos home.”

Since the mishap occurred, Japanese allies have been integral in the search for the crewmembers.

“U.S. and Japanese forces have come together in an extensive search to rescue our Airmen. We want to assure our air commandos’
families that our efforts will continue and include every possible capability at our disposal,” said Rear Adm. Jeromy Williams, Special
Operations Command - Pacific commander. “We want to extend sincere gratitude to the Government of Japan's Self Defense Force,
Coast Guard, law enforcement and civilian volunteers for their tireless assistance in the search and rescue operations for our Airmen.”

Seven Airmen are in DUSTWUN status meaning “duty status-whereabouts unknown.” At this time, one set of remains has been
recovered.

The search and rescue operation is ongoing and remains a top priority.

Further information will be released as it becomes available. Please direct your questions to our org box: afsoc.pa.org@us.af.mil.

UPDATE 1, December 1, 2023 0032CST: The U.S. Military, alongside the Japan Coast Guard, Japanese Self-Defense Forces, local law
enforcement, and Japanese civilian volunteers, is continuing search and rescue operations for the CV-22 crew following the mishap that
occurred on Nov 29 off the shore of Yakushima Island, Japan.

Search and rescue operations consist of a combination of air, surface, and subsurface search of water and coastline in the vicinity of
Yakushima, Japan in order to locate the crewmembers.

Seven Airmen are in DUSTWUN status meaning “duty status-whereabouts unknown.” At this time, we can confirm one set of remains
has been recovered.

Our sincere gratitude to all the units and Japanese partners involved in helping us locate our Airmen.
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Units involved in search and rescue operations are:
Japan Coast Guard

Japanese Self-Defense Forces

Pacific Air Forces

United States Pacific Fleet

United States Marine Corps Forces, Pacific

Special Operations Command Pacific

353rd Special Operations Wing, Kadena Air Base, Japan
18th Wing, Kadena Air Base, Japan

1st Special Forces Group

Further information will be released as it becomes available. Please direct your questions to our org box: afsoc.pa.org@us.af.mil.

Initial Release, November 29, 2023 0911CST: A United States Air Force CV-22B Osprey from Yokota Air Base, Japan, assigned to the
353rd Special Operations Wing, was involved in an aircraft mishap while performing a routine training mission off the shore of
Yakushima Island, Japan with eight Airmen on board.

The crew’s conditions are unknown at this time.

Emergency personnel are on scene conducting search and rescue operations. The cause of the mishap is currently unknown.

Further information will be released as it becomes available. Please direct your questions to our org box: afsoc.pa.org@us.af.mil.
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