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■ Changes in the plan for Tama New Town
● The initial plan for Tama New Town was to build 

a commuter town aimed at resolving the 
Greater Tokyo Area's housing shortage brought 
about by the population increase at the time.

● However,  the New Housing and Urban 
Development Act was revised in 1986 to 
increase employment opportunities and enhance 
urban functions in so-called new towns. The 
amendment made it possible to introduce 
certain types of business establishments, paving 
the way for Tama New Town's shift to a 
multifunctional city.

● In  recent  years ,  the  improvement  o f  
transportation networks, such as the extension 
of railway lines and the start of the Tokyo Tama 
Intercity Monorail service, is creating a 
concentration of business establishments, and 
Tama New Town is evolving into an area where 
people can live close to their workplaces. 

● Tama New Town has played a significant role in 
setting a model for other new town projects in 
Japan, as this project involved various 
pioneering initiatives, such as systematic urban 
development based on the neighborhood unit 
concept, separation of vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic, and construction of new railway lines.

Commuter town Regional collaborationEstablishment of 
businesses

Basic plan for Base developm
ent in Tam

a

09

Tokyo Tam
a Intercity M

onorail extended to 
Tam

a Center Station

2000

Urban D
evelopm

ent Plan for N
urturing 

"Cores" of Tam
a

98

Urban D
evelopm

ent Guidelines for 
N

urturing "Cores" of Tam
a

95

Tam
a new

tow
n-dori Avenue fully opens

92

Keio Sagam
ihara Line extended to 

M
inam

i-osaw
a Station

88

2nd long-term
 plan for the Tokyo m

etropolis
N

ew
 H

ousing and Urban D
evelopm

ent 
Act revised

86

O
dakyu Tam

a Line extended to Tam
a 

Center Station

75

Keio Sagam
ihara Line extended to Tam

a 
Center Station
O

dakyu Tam
a Line extended to Nagayam

a 
Station

74

First residents arrive

71

H
ousing construction starts

70

N
ew

 H
ousing and Urban D

evelopm
ent 

Act enacted

1963

M
y Tow

n Tokyo Concept

80

Keio Sagam
ihara Line extended to 

H
ashim

oto Station
O

dakyu Tam
a Line extended to Karakida 

Station

90

Challenges in the Renewal of Tama New Town

It is necessary to address challenges in the renewal of Tama New Town based on the area's current situation.
■ Urban renewal challenges

Basic infrastructure that was state-of-the-art when built

Unused or underused land still remains

Aging housing block Rundown neighborhood center Inaccessible stairs

Area around Tama Center Station Minami-osawa area Areas along the Minami-Tama-One Trunk Road
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3  Responding to Social Changes Expected in the 2040s

Further Development of Transportation Infrastructure

● The total population of Tama New Town is estimated to start declining after peaking in 2025. While 
the numbers of working age people and children are forecast to continue shrinking, the elderly 
population is expected to keep rising, accounting for more than one-third of the total in the 2040s.

● With developments such as the 
scheduled launch of Linear Chuo 
Shinkansen high-speed maglev 
train services and continued 
progress in the construction of 
the Minami-Tama-One Trunk 
Road, exchange between Tama 
New Town and other areas is 
expected to further increase.

In addition to solving the current challenges to the renewal of Tama New Town, measures need to be 
taken to properly respond to social changes that will affect the renewal, including progress that will 
take place in the development of transportation infrastructure and technological innovation.
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Social Changes

■ Increasing elderly population and decreasing working age population

Peaks at 231,000 in 2025

Population by age group and changes in the percentage of 
elderly residents (entire Tama New Town)

Estimate

elderly
(75-)

elderly
(65-74)

Working age
(15-64)

Children
(0-14)

Percentage of elderly
(65-)

(thousands)

Technological Innovation

● Technological innovation that supports society in the 2040s is expected to bring lifestyle changes like 
these to Tama New Town.

Envisioned lifestyle changesTechnology

Energy and
environment

Artificial intelligence
(AI)

Information and
communication

Autonomous driving,
etc.

Introduction of self-driving vehicles, new mobilities and other means will enable seniors, families 
with small children, and other people with difficulties in travelling to move around freely.

Progress in advanced environmental technologies will facilitate the use of hydrogen and other
forms of energy, realizing a sustainable, lower-carbon city.

Robots that combine qualities such as intelligence and the ability to show care will be
introduced to many places in the welfare sector to, for example, assist seniors with their daily lives.

IoT technologies, which make it possible to monitor the locations and movements of things in 
real-time, will be used in areas such as helping those who raise children and watching over seniors.
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■ Urban vision that should be pursued

■ Regional vision for each area

International Exchange
Promotion Area

Hachioji City

Sagamihara City

Machida City

Kawasaki City

Tama River

Tama City

Hino City

Inagi City

Central Hub
Area

Priority Renewal
Area

4  Future Vision Tama New Town Aims to Achieve

Tama New Town Renewal Concept
The renewal concept is presented so that the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, local residents, 
businesses, and local cities will be able to collaborate with each other in taking relevant measures.

The vision for the 2040s that should be pursued from a broad perspective is presented as an urban vision.

Tama New Town Renewal Concept

A sustainable town that flexibly responds to 
diversifying lifestyles and allows people to live 
and work with a sense of security in rich greenery

A vibrant town that creates various innovations 
and continues generating new universal values

Fulfilling
Life

Vibrant
Community

Urban and Regional Visions That Should Be Pursued

A sustainable city that enjoys a concentration of functions that supports a fulfilling 
life and creates various innovations as a hub for generating new values. Its stock 
of quality living environments in rich greenery, concentration of universities, and 
convenient location for exchange and collaboration with nearby areas are utilized 
for this purpose.

Living Enviroment
Preservation Area

Pioneering Companies
Concentration Area

Enhanced Business and
Commercial Activities Area
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*Lines mentioned in the report on the future of urban railways in the Tokyo area submitted by the national government's transport policy 
　council on April 20, 2016

5  Urban Development Policy for the Renewal of Tama New Town

Policies for the Renewal

Policies for the renewal and key approaches are presented in the guidelines to solve the challenges in 
the renewal of Tama New Town  and realize the future vision while responding to social changes 
expected in the 2040s.

Concept

Aspect

Issues to be addressed

Basic
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population

M
anagem

ent
and
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D
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preparedness
Innovation

Environm
ent

Transportation
infrastructure

Technological
innovation

Concept

Policies for the renewal

Transform Tama New Town into a more comfortable town 
to live, by locating urban functions in an appropriate 
manner, including moving facilities that support daily life 
to areas around stations and other key areas, as well as 
addressing elevation differences created by the hilly 
terrain to improve accessibility for seniors

Rebuild aged housing complexes and utilize existing 
housing stock through renovation and other means to 
promote the creation of a town where people of 
different generations can live with a sense of security 

Attract more young people to create a population with a 
more evenly distributed age range and respond to the 
diversification of lifestyles to realize a town where people 
raising children, as well as seniors, can live with a sense of 
security while interacting with people in their community

Properly maintain and manage existing greenery in 
parks, roadside trees, pedestrian-only streets, and 
other basic infrastructure, and continue to use them in 
a sensible way

Enhance disaster response capabilities by further 
strengthening the functions of basic infrastructure and 
other means so that people can continue their lives even 
in the event of a major disaster, and create a town where 
residents can live in a safe and secure environment

Realize a town where people can live close to their 
workplace by encouraging businesses that generate 
innovation to set up offices and other establishments in 
Tama New Town,  promote urban development that 
supports internationalization of colleges and universities, 
and create new values

Utilize an environment rich in greenery, as well as 
energy-efficient technologies and other new technolo-
gies, to build a city headed toward realizing a low-car-
bon society

Promote the construction and extension of road and 
transportation networks, including arterial roads and 
public transport systems, in the new town and 
surrounding areas to realize a community full of vitality

Effectively utilize the high-quality infrastructure of 
Tama New Town, position the area as a suitable field 
for creating technological innovation, and introduce 
advanced technologies for urban development

• Relocate urban functions through such means as land 
exchange utilizing public land

• Address elevation differences to improve accessibility 
for seniors

• Utilize former school sites and vacant land created 
through the rebuilding of housing complexes

A vibrant town that creates various innovations
and continues generating new universal values

Key approaches

• Encourage rebuilding and renovation of aged public 
rental housing complexes

• Encourage rebuilding and renovation of condominiums 
in tandem with local area development

• Secure on-site parking at housing complexes for at 
home nursing care service providers

• Create systems that encourage people to live with,or 
close to, their aging parents

• Build a comprehensive regional care system by utilizing 
vacant facilities and other means

• Enhance day-to-day services for families raising 
children

• Efficiently maintain and manage basic infrastructure 
to facilitate use long into the future

• Maintain and manage attractive roadside trees and 
parks appropriately

• Provide a barrier-free environment to secure 
comfortable pedestrian areas

• Promote efforts to remove utility poles
• Encourage the seismic retrofitting of buildings
• Enhance disaster response capabilities of 

communities to prepare for major disasters

• Attract business establishments that contribute to the 
creation of innovation

• Provide an environment for creating new businesses
• Secure housing for international students and create 

places for engaging with community

• Use renewable energy and untapped energy sources
• Make buildings more energy-efficient
• Promote the utilization of unused or underused land on 

the grounds of housing complexes for farming and 
other purposes 

• Promptly complete the Minami-Tama-One Trunk Road 
and promote the launch of commercial and industrial facilities

• Build an improved transportation network through the 
extension of the Tokyo Tama Intercity Monorail and others

• Reorganize the local transportation system in line with 
advances in infrastructure development

• Provide a testing field that contributes to the introduc-
tion of advanced technologies

• Repair, maintain, and manage infrastructure by utilizing 
advanced technologies

• Consider for the realization of autonomous driving

Realize the future vision for Tam
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A sustainable town that flexibly responds to diversifying lifestyles
and allows people to live and work with a sense of security in rich greenery


